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Festival Fast Facts

The Festival showcased

30+
exclusively Aboriginal 
writers, illustrators, 
storytellers, artists and 
performers from Fremantle 
and across Australia.

Over 

500 
kids from schools in 
Perth attended a schools 
program during the 
festival.

From approximately 

200 
to 50 people attending 
each of the 20 public 
sessions held across  
5 days.

Approximately 

300 
people attended the 
Opening Ceremony of 
the festival, with great 
attendance for the public 
programme.

Fremantle Herald front page 

story 
ran across 3 of its 
metropolitan newspapers 
along with coverage by 
the West Australian, TV, 
various print publications 
and on social media.

The festival was a

free 
event held in the Moores 
Gallery in Fremantle.
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The inaugural Aboriginal Australian 
Kids Story Festival (or, the Woylie 
Festival, as we like to call it) was held 
27 March – 3 April 2018, in Fremantle 
to celebrate Aboriginal stories through 
languages, literature and the arts.

Since opening in February 2016, 
Paper Bird Children’s Books and Arts 
has been developing an Aboriginal 
literature program that reflects the 
need and desire expressed by families 
and educators in Western Australia for 
children to have better access to the 
wealth of Aboriginal stories, art and 
literature in our community. 

Part of this initiative was to hold a 
national story festival dedicated to 
children’s Aboriginal literature and 
the arts. The Whadjuk people, on 
whose traditional land the festival 
will take place, refer to Fremantle 
as Walyalup, meaning place of the 
woylie. The woylie is a small marsupial 
otherwise known as a brush-tailed 
bettong, native to Fremantle and 
now endangered. It is a fitting 
emblem for connection to country 
and responsibility for conserving 
Indigenous languages and stories to be 
handed down to younger generations.

The City of Fremantle partnered with 
Paper Bird to organise and host this 
festival.

The event, held in the Moores Gallery, 
showcased a rich spectrum of different 
forms of Aboriginal stories through 
book displays, writers and illustrators 
presentations, exhibitions of artwork, 
oral story telling, dance, song, and film.

The Inaugural Aboriginal 
Australian Kids Story Festival

It was a free event that engaged people 
of all ages to connect with Noongar 
Aboriginal stories others from around 
Australia.

The Woylie Festival brought together 
the creative talents and wisdom of 
Aboriginal children’s book writers, 
illustrators and storytellers from 
across Australia to showcase here in 
Fremantle.

Over 500 kids from schools in Perth 
attended a schools program during 
the festival to learn about Aboriginal 
Australian culture through stories.

The Woylie Festival was promoted 
through schools, libraries and 
community channels to encourage 
all kids, parents and educators to 
get involved. Noongar Elder, Marie 
Taylor, and Dylan Collard conducted 
a smoke ceremony and welcomed 
festival attendees to Walyalup. 
Festival Patrons, Theresa Walley and 
Professor Kim Scott, both celebrated 
Noongar children’s book writers and 
storytellers, were part of launching the 
Easter weekend events. Other writers, 
illustrators and storytellers include, 
Festival Elder, Dr Noel Nannup (WA), 
Kerry-Ann Winmar (WA), Sally Morgan 
(WA), Ambelin Kwaymulina (WA), 
Josie Boyle (WA), Gregg Dreise (QLD), 
and Dub Leffler (NSW).

This was a very important step 
forward in celebrating the diversity 
and richness of Aboriginal children’s 
literature and story telling through 
spoken word, dance, visual art  
and song.

“Thank you so much for 

including Winterfold Primary 

in the Woylie Festival – it 

was moorditj! The staff and 

students who attended on 

the Wednesday of the school 

sessions have passed on 

extremely positive feedback. 

I attended myself on Good 

Friday and loved hearing 

the stories being shared by 

the writers themselves. It 

was also a delight to hear 

Noel Nannup speak – he is 

so engaging. The artworks 

created by the students are 

just beautiful. The event 

itself was so well organised. 

Congratulations on creating 

such an enriching cultural 

experience.

We look forward to 

participating again next year!

Boordawan.”

Fern Vallesi

Year 1 Teacher

Winterfold Primary School
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Community 
Partners:
• Magabala Books https://www.

magabala.com/

• State Library Better Beginnings 
Program https://www.better-
beginnings.com.au/

• AIME https://aimementoring.com/

• ICEA http://www.iceafoundation.
com.au/

• Notre Dame University Fremantle 
https://www.notredame.edu.au/
about/campuses/fremantle-campus

• VJ Zoom Projection Art

Sponsors:
• Paper Bird Children’s Books & Arts  

(Principal Sponsor)

• City of Fremantle (Arts Grant for 
start-up funds)

• Rio Tinto (Schools Program)

• Australian Independent Schools WA 

• Magabala Books (Interstate Authors)

• Fremantle Ports (Entertainment)

• Fremantle Press (Publishers 
breakfast)

• Replants (Grass trees landscaping)

Attendance
Schools Program:  

500 + students from these 
participating primary schools each 
spent 2 hours participating in 4 
activities at the Woylie Festival.  

• Beaconsfield Primary

• Brentwood Primary

• Fremantle Primary

• Gooseberry Hill Primary

• Hilton Primary

• Home School students

• Kent St Primary

• Lance Holt Community School

• Mosman Park Primary

• North Fremantle Primary

• Port School (Aboriginal student 
programs – Bus Boys and Girl 
Leadership programs for kids who 
have disengaged from mainstream 
schooling)

• Winterfold Primary

Public Program:

Approximately 300 people attended the 
Opening Ceremony of the festival and 
all sessions following this over  

“We thought the festival was 

amazing, we enjoyed our 

sessions, as well as meeting 

people we hadn’t met before 

and the kids were delightful.

Lots of good energy going 

around for everyone to  

soak in.”

Sally Morgan (& daughter, 

Ambelin Kwaymulina)

Writers & Illustrators

Woylie Festival – Inaugural Report
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5 days were very well attended with 
lively participation.  Without issuing 
tickets a calculation of numbers for 
the public program can only be an 
estimate with audience sizes after 
the Opening Ceremony ranging from 
approx. 200 to approx. 50 people over 
the course of 20 sessions and many 
people attending more than  
one session.      

Diversity:  
The exclusively Aboriginal program of 
presenters attracted many Aboriginal 
families. The age range of attendees 
spanned all generations, from babies 
to seniors. Children with disabilities 
were engaged with the mixed media 
presentations and hands on activities. 

Media Coverage:

1. Newspaper   

• The West Australian covered 
the Festival with this headlines: 
“Weaving Wonderful Words” 
(24 March, 2018)

• The Fremantle Herald 
Newspaper ran a front page 
story across all 3 of it’s 

“HPS, the first school at 

the first (ever!) festival for 

aboriginal writers of books 

for kids. Fantastic experience 

for adults and kids. Very good 

initiative, a link to truth and 

memory and in it, to justice. 

The kids were engaged and 

well informed. A joyful and 

privileged opportunity. The 

festival continues for the 

public over the weekend. 

Certainly worth checking  

it out.”

Ms Andrea Townes

Year 4 Classroom Teacher

Hilton Primary School

community metropolitan 
newspapers with the headline: 
“Once Upon a Dreamtime”  
(3 March, 2018)

2. Television 

• WAMN News Online covered 
the opening ceremony 

3. Print 

• The Street Arts Festival (City of 
Fremantle) ran a quarter page 
ad for the Woylie Festival

• Fremantle Story lamppost 
billboards listed the festival        
for the Autumn “what’s on in 
Freo”

• Flyers & posters were 
distributed to community 
centres, cafes, schools, 
libraries etc.

4. Social Media

• Capitalising on the Facebook 
and Instagram community 
of the City of Fremantle 
(Fremantle Story) and Paper 
Bird, posts were linked to the 
Woylie pages which was a very 
successful tool for expressing 
interest in the event and 
keeping in touch with the day-
to-day happenings.  
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What worked?
1. Exclusively Aboriginal program 

– overwhelming appreciation 
by the public and schools to 
hear Aboriginal stories told by 
Aboriginal custodians, often in 
the language of those First Nation 
peoples.

2. Schools program

3. Mixed media sessions  
with dynamic presentations  
(eg. Battle of the Illustrators and 
projection art)

4. Interactive, hands-on sessions

5. A comprehensive collection of 
Aboriginal literature for display  
and sale 

6. Free events – open sessions

7. Industry session – Breakfast with 
the Publishers

Woylie Festival – Inaugural Report

Challenges:
1. Story tellers requiring support with 

preparation, presentation and arts 
management

2. Venue size, acoustics and access. 
Interference from café trade

3. Length of public program 

4. School demand exceeded capacity 

5. Mixing adult interest sessions with 
kid-friendly sessions.  

6. Heavy workload on organisers 
due to a need to commit to an 
ambitious program to draw 
community interest, without 
a precedent of systems and 
sponsorship in place.  

“I just wanted to say what 

a wonderful job you have 

both done in bringing off 

the Festival. Such warmth 

in all of the sessions I was 

privileged to be involved with, 

and I still can’t get over the 

stunning artwork produced 

by the school kids.”

Margaret Kett

Kids Own Publishing
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“My class so enjoyed the 

festival. What a brilliant 

event. Four fantastic 

activities that engaged all 

my children. They moved 

smoothly around the building.

The only issue was hearing 

Noel’s beautifully told story. 

The kids next door were 

drawing on the canvas 

and were understandably 

excited. Even saying that 

they listened so hard and 

remembered much of the 

story on our return.

Thanks sooooo much for 

organising it and I’m hoping 

it happens again next year.”

Christine Mc Innes

Year 3/4 teacher

Lance Holt School

Resolutions:
1. Provide training and support for 

presenters leading up to festival.

2. Move festival to a venue, such as 
the Fremantle Arts Centre, that 
has better spaces for intimate 
story-telling, outdoor activities, 
performance and exhibition space.  

3. Reduce public program to a 2-day 
weekend.

4. Increase schools program to 5 
days.

5. Hold adult focused sessions 
in the evenings and only kid-
focused sessions during the public 
program.  

6. Use of digital technology to 
enhance storytellers sessions

7. Dynamic performers, including 
music, dance and song to create 
an exciting vibe during public 
program.

8. For a sustainable workforce there 
must be resource allocation for 
staff in defined roles to manage 
all the elements of the Festival 
efficiently to avoid burnout.

Future Plans:
1. Woylie Festival to be an annual 

event of National standards 
celebrating Aboriginal Australian 
kids stories.

2. Woylie Writers & Illustrators 
workshops/groups to be 
established for Aboriginal 
storytellers to learn writing, 
illustration and publishing skills.  

3. Collaboration with other 
community partners, such as the 
Community Arts Network Lullaby 
Project, State Library Song Lines 
and Better Beginnings for early 
childhood literacy and language 
development.



“The Woylie Festival (also called the Aboriginal 

Australian Kids Story Festival) is a beautiful little festival 

with a heart that wishes to share it’s beat with you.

Bringing together local and national speakers from  

all walks of Aboriginal literature – storytellers, writers, 

illustrators, publishers & performers – it’s the only 

festival of it’s kind in Australia and a must to those  

who revel in Australia’s ancient cultures & for those  

that wish to learn more.

I participated in 3 events at the Woylie Festival – one of 

which was one of the best I’ve ever been involved with at 

any festival – The Illustrator Battle!

Facing off against 3 foes, Sharpie in hand, we drew our 

lines in the sand & squiggled to the battle cry of the 

storyteller.

Half serious and a whole lot of fun – this is a highlight 

of the Festival & draws a large crowd. The cheers of the 

crowd decide the winner – who knows, next year there 

may even be a trophy...

The more serious sessions were also entertaining as 

well as informative – from the Publishers’ Breakfast to 

a panel on the knowledge of the local Noongar peoples’ 

weather systems.

The festival launch itself drew a stellar cast and the 

subsequent ceremony’s energy was felt all along the 

and furthermore ...

Our Proud Sponsors:
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street. Original, fun and free – this is a festival I won’t  

be missing out on next time I’m in Freo.”

Dub Leffler, Writer & Illustrator

“Let me say it was a pleasure working with you and it 

was wonderful to see all the kids and adults turn up for 

a very special event.  Congratulations on a MOORDITJ 

celebration.”

Marie Talyor, Noongar Elder

Our Noongar presenters had a great time and really 

adopted the festival’s spirit. That is the most satisfying 

thing for me. We created space for a community  

that I care deeply about, and it was an enjoyable  

and/or therapeutic experience for them all. And we 

employed people.

The second most satisfying thing was to see kids 

immersed in Aboriginal language, story and art. For 

those few hours the school kids spent with in that 

upstairs space with our presenters, the artwork, and 

the projection room, they embodied a dream that I have 

for kids experiencing Noongar culture. The only way it 

could have been better was some outdoor activity, but it 

was otherwise an ideal, positive, culturally appropriate 

and Aboriginal-led experience.

Cassie Lynch, Woylie Festival Artistic Director


